
 
 

RUSSIAN PIANIST OLGA KERN OPENS $2 MILLION PUBLIC PIANO EXHIBIT  
IN VANCOUVER WITH UNVEILING OF $240,000 STEINWAY “ARABESQUE”  

 
VANCOUVER, BC (April 30, 2014) – Award-winning Russian pianist Olga Kern opened a 
twelve-day public exhibit of custom designed pianos at Tom Lee Music today with the unveiling 
of Steinway & Sons’ new Limited Edition “Arabesque” piano, a $240,000 grand piano designed 
by renowned American furniture designer and artist Dakota Jackson to celebrate Steinway’s 
160th anniversary. 
 
Widely recognized as one of the world’s great pianists, Ms. Kern celebrated the unveiling of the 
Arabesque by playing the Arabesque by Swiss composer Charles Samuel Bovy-Lysberg  
(1821-1873). Later this evening, she will perform works by Schumann, Alkan, Chopin and 
Rachmaninoff at a Vancouver Playhouse Recital presented by The Vancouver Chopin Society. 
 
The Arabesque unveiled today, one of only 50 worldwide and the only one in Canada, is the first 
piano to win the 2014 Red Dot Design Award for product design from the Design Zentrum 
Nordrhein Westfalen, one of the oldest and most highly reputed design institutions in Europe.  
A jury of international experts evaluated 4,815 product entries from around the world before 
awarding the coveted Red Dot designations. 
 
Made of polished black ebony, the Arabesque is one of 11 custom designed pianos worth  
$2 million that will be on display through to Sunday, May 11th. Jackson, a former dancer, 
designed the piano to reflect the channeled energy, perfect balance, and beauty of the 
Arabesque ballet pose in which the dancer's limbs are extended and held. He gave the 
Arabesque the impression of fluidity and movement through pentagonal legs, a gracefully curved 
prop stick, and a double row of silver bands in the rim. 
 
The Arabesque is the latest creation from Steinway’s Custom Designed Piano Program, which 
creates unique pianos that are made of specialty woods, are designed by leading designers or 
artists, or are customized to order with painting, inlays, customized finishes, or special material 
applications. Other custom designed pianos that will be on display at Tom Lee Music include a 
stunning “Kuniisii” piano by Haida artist Jay Simeon, a hand-painted  Chinoiserie piano, and the 
Goertz piano designed by Count Albert Goertz, designer of one of the world’s most beautiful 
sports cars, the BMW 507.  
 
“It was an honour to have Olga Kern join us to celebrate this historic occasion for Steinway & 
Sons and Tom Lee Music,” said Graham Blank, the Vice President of Tom Lee Music. "The 
Arabesque is a stunning example of the ability of Steinway master craftsmen to transform the 
artistic vision of a great designer into a one-of-a-kind instrument and work of art.  
 
“Of course, the ultimate expression of Steinway’s dedication to excellence is the incomparable 
sound of its pianos and we couldn’t ask for a more talented artist to demonstrate that than Olga 
Kern. Over the next twelve days, we look forward to providing music and piano lovers in British 
Columbia with a chance to see, hear, touch and play these amazing instruments.” 
 
To schedule an appointment to view the custom designed piano exhibit, the public is invited to 
call 604.685.8471. To download a stunning brochure about Steinway & Sons’ Limited Edition 
“Arabesque” piano and a video of designer Dakota Jackson describing his one-of-kind 
masterpiece, please visit. www.tomleemusic.ca/arabesque 
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About Olga Kern: 
 

Now recognized as one of her generation's great pianists, Olga Kern's career began one 
decade ago with her award winning gold-medal performance at the Eleventh Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition in 2001. Her second catapulting triumph came in New York City 
on May 4, 2004, with a highly acclaimed New York City recital debut at Carnegie's Zankel Hall. 
In an unprecedented turn of events, Olga gave a second recital eight days later in Isaac Stern 
Auditorium at the invitation of Carnegie Hall.  
 
Ms. Kern was born into a family of musicians with direct links to Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff 
and began studying piano at the age of five. Winner of the first Rachmaninoff International 
Piano Competition when she was seventeen, she is a laureate of eleven international 
competitions and has toured throughout her native Russia, Europe, and the United States, as 
well as in Japan, South Africa, and South Korea. The recipient of an honorary scholarship from 
the President of Russia in 1996, she is a member of Russia's International Academy of Arts. 
She began her formal training with acclaimed teacher Evgeny Timakin at the Moscow Central 
School and continued with Professor Sergei Dorensky at the Moscow Tchaikovsky 
Conservatory, where she was also a postgraduate student. She also studied with Professor 
Boris Petrushansky at the acclaimed Accademia Pianistica Incontri col Maestro in Imola, Italy.  
 
Ms. Kern's performance career has brought her to the many of the world's most important 
venues, including the Great Hall of the Moscow Conservatory, Symphony Hall in Osaka, 
Salzburger Festspielhaus, La Scala in Milan, Tonhalle in Zurich, and the Châtelet in Paris; she 
has appeared as soloist with the Kirov Orchestra, the Bolshoi Theater, the Moscow 
Philharmonic, St. Petersburg Symphony, Russian National, China Symphony, Belgrade 
Philharmonic, La Scala Philharmonic, Torino Symphony, and Cape Town Symphony 
Orchestras. She has also collaborated with the most prominent conductors in the world today, 
including Valery Gergiev, Leonard Slatkin, Manfred Honeck, Vladimir Spivakov, Yuri 
Termirkanov, Pinchas Zukerman, and James Conlon.  
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About Dakota Jackson: 
 

A former dancer who was born into a family of magicians and performers, Jackson began his 
design career creating mysterious one-of-a-kind furniture with hidden compartments and parts 
with unexpected movement. Over the past four decades years, he has used his expert 
knowledge of materials, manufacturing capabilities and resources to create beautiful, 
provocative, and innovative furniture and grow his business to include two factories in New York, 
a nationwide distribution network and recognition by major museums. 

Along the way he has produced ground breaking furniture and designs for John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono, luxury hotels, the San Francisco Public Library, the Harvard University Law Library 
and the Temple Jeremiah of in Illinois, which earned him and architect H. Gary Frank, an 
American Institute of Architects Religious Art and Architecture Design Award. 
 
 
About the Red Dot Awards: 
 

With its origins dating back to 1955, the Red Dot Design Award ranks among the biggest and 
most renowned competitions in the world today. Red Dot documents the most remarkable trends 
and best designs. For more information, visit www.en.red-dot.org 
 
 
About Tom Lee Music Canada: 
 

Tom Lee Music has been bringing music making to British Columbia since 1969, and has been 
the exclusive Steinway dealer in BC since 1978 as well as the exclusive Steinway representative 
in Calgary and Greater Toronto Areas. With nine retail locations in the Lower Mainland, Tom Lee 
Music is one of the largest full-line musical instrument retailers in North America. Known for 
supporting the local music community, Tom Lee Music has received numerous awards for our 
dedication to music excellence and support of many community organizations. For more 
information, visit www.tomleemusic.ca   
 
 
About Steinway & Sons: 
 

Since 1853 Steinway pianos have set an uncompromising standard for sound, touch, beauty and 
investment value. Steinway remains the choice of nine out of 10 concert artists, and it is the 
preferred piano of countless musicians, professional and amateur, throughout the world. For 
more information, visit www.steinway.com.  
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Contact: 
Greg Descantes  Aida Liang    Anthony Gilroy 
604-646-3564   Marketing Services Manager   Steinway & Sons 
greg@pacegroup.com aida.liang@tomleemusic.ca  agilroy@steinway.com             
                                               604-685-8471 ext. 308   718-204-3116 
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